O_ $0 BELT bn Rb Fs. - 28 
ORE LF be 6 
As » , : = 
x: 41 TS %- 
- x : 

Þ [- 


UBMISSION 


- 


TO THE. 


Will of God 


I N 


'Times of Affliction, 


- 


= 


Aſerted, in a 


ER MOT 


From 1 Sam. 3. 18. 


S8803386040888. $44650480488 


To the Right Honourable 


RACHEL, Lady Ruſſel, 


MADAM; 


T'. af fixing ſo honourable a Name to the fol- 


lowing Diſcourſe, may be deemed by ſome Per- 
ons, 4s a device to allure Cu[tomers,or to raiſe 
the Reader's expeftation of ſome Novelty contained 
therein. But tho Dedications are often abuſed to ſo 
baſe, and many times to a more ſordid end, yet they are 
of ancient uſe; and may be of great profit. And the 
deſign of this Sermon, being a perſwaſive to an abſo- 
lute reſignation of our ſelves to the Will of God, and 
a quiet ſubmiſſion to his - fatherly (orreHtions, acknow- 
ledging all that he willeth or doth to be juſt and good, 
how ſharp ſoever they may appear for the preſent , 
"was judged not unſuitable to your Ladyſhips conditi- 
on, being now conflicting under a ſmart Providence. 
In the enſuing Sermon, your Lady ſhip will find, what 
kind of Reſignation it is that 1s required, and what an 
excellent and commendable thing it is, and the great 
Aavantages we have thereby, breeding in us a contenta- 
' tion in every Condition, be we High or Low, Rich or 
Poor, Solitary or full of Company, in the injoyment 
of near and dear Relations,and our deprivation of them, 
| ” Y cauſing 


ne CC 
er eres 0p nr. _ _—_ _— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


cauſing ws to {it looſe from the Creature, or any comfort 


thereof, be it never ſo amiable, pieaſant, or ſuitable to our 
deſires , Curing our diſtruftful Fears, and carkirg Solici- 
tudes; enabling us to go on chearfully in our Duty, with 
reſpe@ to this World, and the next; and to perform that 
Work which God hath given ws to py 0 the ſucceſs to 
him who hath the ſoveraign diſpoſal of all ' Perſons and E- 
vents, And as repugrancy to the Divine VIzil, is the 
ground of all that Impiety, and conſequently of all thoſe 
Miſchiefs that ſo much moleſt and tronble the World, So 
compliance with, and ſubmiſſion to it, is the ground of all 
true Piety and Peace. The great Duarrel kept up between 
God and Man, being a Conteſt, wio ſhail hve their Will, 
whoſe ill ſhall ſland, whoſe muſt ſtoop 5 God to Man,or 
Man to God. ow, where Wills are at variance, he that 
bath the greateſt intereſt in the thing conteſted about, and 


that hath the moſt Power,Wiſdom, and Goodneſs ; that can . 


undertake, that if his Will take place, there ſhall be a good 
iſſue of things;and if the others take pluce,therc ſhall be a bad 
iſſue : There's all the reaſon in the World that his Will ſhou'd 
ftand, and the others ſubmit : Now it's clearly ſo in this 
caſe, between God and O's ;, and to help you in this Duty, 
7s the deſign of the following Diſcourſe. 

Madam; Whatſcever God hath taken frome you, te hath 
keft you ſomething better behind, ke kath not taken uway 
himſelf and Spirit, an Intereſt in Chriſt, and a Right to 
Heaven : And when he takes away any worldly Comfort, be 
will give ſomething better in the room of it to them that 
truly fear him ; and if what be deprives you of in Tem- 
porals, ke makes up in Spiritnals, you will find a good ex- 
change : which that you may, ſhull be the Prayer of, 


eMadam, Your Henours faithful Servant, 
M. IS. 


Submiſſion to the Will of God. 
| IN 


Times of Affliction, 


eAnd he ſaid, It nthe Lord: - Let 
him do what ſeemeth him Good.” 


Heſe Words are the Words of Eli, a pious 

] Speech of- an humble -Soul, acknow- 

| ledging all that God willeth or doth to 
be Juſt and Good: And willingly therefore 
ſubmitting himſelf thereunto. A teriible Meſ- 
ſage had Samuel brought him from God, ſuch 
_ was unwilling to impart or reveal, had he 
not been preſſed by Elis earneſt Adjuration. 
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2 Of Submiſſion to the Till of God, 
But when it was diſcovered, ſee the Effet; an \ 
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II. His Submiſtion thereunto. 


I. ths cd adwtodemede of God's Sovereigh- 
ty, It is the Lord, Words ſhortin Expreſſion, 
bux copious and plenrifull in Senſe. 

1. An acknowledgment of God in the 
Threatning, I: #' the Lord. Plal. 39. 9. Twas 
Dumb, 1 qok not' my Mouth; ; rtanſe thou didſi 
it. 


2. His acknowledgment of God as the Cre- | 

ator and Governor of all things, and (ſo, 

the Supream Diſpofal of all the Crearjires. | 

Job 9. 12. Behold, he taketh away, who calt hin- 

der him ? Who will fay wnto him,what doſt thou ? God 

rod, ng ve us - our Emj joyrnents, .tmay deprive 

| athis own PIlEſure. As we cannot 

ie bi Almighty Power, ſo we cannot que- | 
ſon his abfojute Dominion, 


3. He 


—_—_—_— 
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» 3y, HE gormomh & js Juſt Jin char 
ning this eavy. t apainf}. 2nd ;bjs. 
Family for TE 7M Dan. 9. 14. For the, Lord 
our Gol is Righteous in all that he bath dane : Fo we 
haye not obeyed bis Vaice. Conſciouſnels gf Bn 
ſhould ſuppreſs all murmuring, and diſpoſe us 
patiently to bear whateyer the Lord is pleaſed 
co inflict. 

4. Here is allo an acknowledgment of his 
Wiſdom : He knoweth what js beſt and ficreſt 
ro be done for his own Glory and our Good. 
Job 34. 33- Should it be according to thy Mind ? 
He will recompenſe it, whether thou = or whether 
thou chuſe. That is, God will do what is fit- 
ting, whether we conſent or no, like it, or not : 
God will not diſpenſe his Providence as the 
Creature is pleaſed, or ill pleaſed with it, bur 
as it conduceth to his own Glory : For he g0- 
verneth not the World according to our Paſſions 
and Humors, bur according to the Counſel of 


his own Will. 


IT.. His voluntary Chin upon \thele 
grounths Let bim do what ſeemeth.bim good : that 
- not-whar I judg beſt, bur what he deter- 
—_ for his own Glory. | leis the Duty of 2 
Godly Soul, humbly to ſubmit to the good w_- 
B 2 O 
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4 Df Submiſſion ts the Tii of Gov, 
of God; even-in+ thoſe things which 'feem to 
make againſt us.” In which two things are-no- 
_ table. ts | 
1. His Patience under his Puniſhment, as 
threatned by'the Lord : which is no ſmall part 
of our Duty, Levir. 26. 41. If their uncircum- 
ciſed Hearts be bumbled, and they accept of the pu- 
niſhment of their Iniquity, *Tis a. part of Repen- 
tance, not to refuſe Puniſhment as juſtly de- 
ſerved by us. Eli doth not expoſtulate, but 
ſubmit. *Tis eaſy to agree with Providence re- 
warding, or bleſſing us; hard, when it cha- 
ftiſeth and ſcourgeth us. Job could bleſs God 
for taking as well as giving : But few have thac 
conſtancy of- mind;; Job 1. 21. And be ſaid, 
Naked came I out of my Mother's Womb, and naked 
ſhall return thither : The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 
"Tis ſaid, 2 Chron. 12. 6. That when God had 
left Rehoboam-in the hand: of Shiſhak; That the 
King and Princes humbled themſelves, and ſaid, The 


Lord is Righteous, That is, they did acknow- 


ledg God's juſt proceeding with him. If this 
acknowledgment were extorted from an Hypo- 
crite, ſuch as Rehoboamwas, much more may it 


beexpeRed from the People of God; 
| 2. His 


_ In Times of Affliction. 5 

2, His Meekneſs under the Reproof of Sa- 
mxel, whom he had brought up from a Child : 
Eli was a very old Man, Samuel but a Youth, in 
efte&t ; yer when he was the Meſſenger of theſe 
ſad Tydings to-him; hereplieth; It « the Lord, 
let him do what ſeemeth him good; Few Men love 
their Reprovers or Meſſengers of Evil Tydings: 
but fo did Eli. So did David: he was not angry 
with Nathan, but relented towards the Lord 
2 Sam. 12.13. And David ſaid wito Nathan, 1 
have finned againſt the Lord, The Wicked, when 


they are admoniſhed and rebuked for their ſins, 


they deſpiſe the Threatning, and hate the Re- 
prover: Bur fo do not God's People, they re- 
ceive the Rebuke with  meekneſs, and confeſs 


their Sins againſt God, and humbly"lubmir to 
his Chaſtiſements. 


DoCt: That God's People have attained a good 
- degree of Grace, when they can abſolutely 


reſign themſelves to the Will of God.” - 


Let me ſhew you, 
I; Whar is this Reſignation to the Wil of- 
God. ; 


It What - 


rr nn”. 
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6 - Of Submiſgionto the Will of God, 


I. What am excellent and: commendable 
thing It 1s. | no IEA 


I. What is this Reſignation to. the. Will of 
God? '1 Anſwer, The. Will of God: may :be 
confidered two ways. . Df 

1. Ascertain and knownto us. 

2. As not yet known,neither inthe Word or 
Providence. | WW 

1. As certainly known to us, either by 
Threatnings, or Executions of God's Sentence. 
1. By Threatnings, and ſpecial Meſlages,as here 
in the Cale of Ei; He doth. not ſlight God's 
Wrath, but reverenceth his Word. - So. Heze- 
kiah is an Inſtance alſo; Iſa. 39. 8. Then ſaid 
Hezekiah to Iſaiah, Good # the Word of the Lord 
which thou haſt ſpoken. It is a terrible and (ad 
Word, that his Treaſures, and Childrens Chil- 
dren, ſhould be carried to Babylon, The only 


' goodthat was in ir, That the Evil ſhould not 


come in his time. Yet that was not the main 
Conſideration, for 'tis added, He ſaid more- 
over, For there [hall be Peace and Truth in my Days. 
No, but he had other Conſtderations, the Plea- 


ſure and Soveraign Will of God. | | 


2. Whenthe Evil is not only threatned, but 
inflicted, yet then God's People ſhew they 
W_ have 


Fd 


Jn Times of Afﬀiction. 7 
have abſolutely given up their 'Wills to God. 
Inſtances we have of that, in Job 1. 21..: The 


Lord hath given, and the Lord bath taken away + 


Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Pſal.119.137. 
Righteous art-'thou;, 0 Lord, and upright: are thy 
Fudgments; - Ats-21. 14. And they ceaſed, ſaying, 
the ON of the Lord be done. The fight of God's 
Will muſt filenceall our Diſputes. 

2. Inthings uncertain and unknown to us as 
yer, we mult refer ic to God's Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodnels, to determine all: Events, as ſhall 
ſeemgood in his Eyes: He is lo able, that he 
can accomplith what we deſire; ſo good, that 
we have no reaſon to trouble our ſelves abour 
his Will, but ſubmit to it without Heſitancy : So 
wile, that he will chooſe that which is for the 
beſt. We have an Inſtance in David, 2 Sam. 
15. 25, 26, And the King ſaid unto Zadock, 
Carry back the Ark of God into:the City : If T ſhall find 
Favour in the Eyes of the Lord, he will brig me again, 
and ſhew me both it, and bis Habitation. But if he 
thus ſay, 1 have no delight in thee: Behold, here am 
T1, let him do to me as ſeemeth Good unto him. See 
how ſweetly and meekly he ſubmitteth roGod's 
Pleaſure, wholly denying himſelf and his own 


- Will: Andreſigneth up Perſon, Life, Crown, ' 


and Eſtate into God's Hands, to be caſt as a 
| ; Dye, 


8 Df Submiſſion to the Will of God, 
Dye, high or low, as it ſhould ſeem good to | 
God.. So Eſther referreth her caſe to.God, If 1 
periſh, T periſh,, Eſther 4. 16. I might produce 
the Example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tho the 
Event was known to him as Mediator, yet 
when he ſpeaketh as :Man, hear his Words, 
John 12. 27, 28. .Now+4s my Soul troubled; what 
ſhall 1fay * Father, ſave me-from this Hour : but for 
this cauſe came 1 unto this howr. Father, glorify thy 
Name. We learn of Chriſt when we arein 
great Perplexity,and know not the Event, That 
we ſhould abſolutely ſubmic all things to his 
Will, with reſpe&t to his Glory. For ſurely 
God will determine, and caſt Matters ſo, as it 
-may be for his own Honour, and our Good. 
Chriſt conſulted not with his own Caſe, but 
the Gloxy of God ; he reſpe&ted not the inno- 
cent Tndination of his humane Nature, bur the 
Glory of his Father : So ſhould we be content 
that God be glorified, tho with our Loſs, and 
bitter Coſt. As natural Things will a& againſt 
their particular Inclination, for a general Good, 
Air will deſcend, and Water aſcend, to avoid a 
Vacuity, or to preſerve a Continuity in the 
World. Now of this Refignazion ſhall I ſpeak, 
for 'tis not/ft that Man ſhould have the difolal, 
of himſelf, or his Conditien and Afﬀairs; or 
n © that 


in Times of Afttiion © 9 


ha he ſhould accommodate: his Providence to 
their carnal Intereſt and Will, or-elſe he cannot 
bear it, or think well of it. No, God's Will 
muſt always precede, and ours follow. Alas ! 
we have a corrupt Will, guided by a dark Un- 
derſtanding; and if the Blind lead the Lame, 
 Wwhatcan be expetted but Diſorder: and Ruine? 

Therefore our Wills muſt not lead and make the 
firſt choice, but God's: And to bring our Hearts 
throughly to yield to this, u_ a good de- 
gree of race. 


I. How excellent and commendable this is, 
will appear, if you conſider, 


1. The Grounds, or Obje@ive Reaſons it 
goeth upon. 
2. The ſeveral Cauſes of it, or SubjeQive 
_ Graces it floweth/from, © - : 
. The Fruits and Effe&ts,or what Excellent 
Advantages v we have HE: 


. 1, The Dicids of this: Reſignation are ihe 

three grand Atcribures' of God, his /Wildom, 
row and Goodnels. 

: Godi is infinitely Wiſe, and khowerk whit 

is bel for us, therefore his Divine: Choices = 

C © 


8 Df Submiſſion to the Will of God. 
Dye, high or low, as it ſhould ſeem good to 
God.. So Eftber referreth her cale to.God, If 1 
periſh, Tperiſh,. Eſther 4. 16. I might produce 
the Example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tho the 
Event was known to him as Mediator, yet 
when he ſpeakerh as :Man, hear his Words, 
John 12.27, 28. .Now:is my Soul troubled; what 
ſhall 1 ſay * Father, ſave me-from this Hour : but for 
this cauſe came I unto this hour.” Father, glorify thy 
Name. We learn of Chriſt when we arein 
970967 mere oe know not the Event, That 
we ſhould abſolutely ſubmit all chings to his 
Will, with reſpe&t to his Glory. For ſurely 
God will determine, and caſt Matters ſo, as it 
-may be for his own Honour, and our Good. 
Chriſt conſulted not with his own Caſe, but 
the Glory of God ; he reſpected not the inno- 
cent Inclination of his humane Nature, but the 
'Glory of his Father : So ſhould we be content 
that God be glorified, tho with our Loſs, and 
bitter Coſt. As natural Things will a& againſt 
their particular Inclination, for a general Good, 
Air will deſcend, and Water aſcend, to avoid a 
Vacuity, or to preſerve a Continuity in the 
World. Now of this Reſignation ſhall I ſpeak, 
for 'ris not fit that Man ſhould have the Jifpoſal 
of himſelf, or his Conditien and Afﬀairs; or 
: that 
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ha he ſhould accommodatechis Providence to 
their carnal Intereſt and Will, or-elſe he cannot 
bear-it, or think well of it. No, God's Will 
muſt always precede, and ours follow. Alas! 
we have a corrupt Will, guided by a dark Un- 
derſtanding; and if the Blind lead the Lame, 
| whatcan be expetted but Diſorder: and Ruine? 
Therefore our Wills muſt not lead and make the 
firſt choice, but God's: And to bring our Hearts 
throughly to yield to this, __ a _ de- 


gree of CIrace. 


IL. How excellent and commendable this 5, 
will appear, if you conſider, | 


1. The Grounds, or Objecive Reaſons it 
goeth upon. 
2. The ſeveral Cauſes of it, or Subjective 


Graces it lowetl/from, © - : 
. The Fruits and Effe&ts,or wh Excellent 


Advantages v we have ery. 


;* 3s - ThE Sieiinds of his Reſignation Are {he 

Fs grand Attribures' of | God, his: [Wildom, 

roy and Goodneſs. 
: God is infinitely Wiſe, and knowerhi what 


is bel for us, therefore his Divine: Choices'muſt 
C be 
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ro Of Submiſſion to the CAill of God, 


preferred before _ Fx are Fancies. 14.30. 
V hs rhe Lord is a God loment; bleſſed are S 
that wait for him. 9 is ny, s with his 
——roual are full of Wiſdom : And therefore it 
is fit that he ſhould chooſe our Condition, and 
not we our ſelves. We would chooſe Life, bur 
God chooſes Death, knowin thereby how to 
bring moſt Homer ro himſelf and eternal Ad- 
vantage to our ſelves; as we ſuffer the lols 
thereof for being Faichful to his Intereſt in a 
Wicked World. You would choole Riches, 
when God knows Poverty is beſt for you, to 
keep you holy -and bumble : We ſhould ſoon 
undoe our ſelves if we our {elves had our own 
Will. If Goddid not often deny us what we 
have a mind to, as a Child would ruine his 
Health if you gave him all the Fruit his longing 
Appetice craveth ; no, that mult be left ro the 
Parents Diſcretion; or a Man-in a Fever would 
hazard his Life if you ſhould: give him all that 


_ he calleth for, thac muſt be leftco the Phylicians 


Skill. But now on the other hand, nothin 


can be done amils by God, for lafinite Wiſdom. 
cannot etr; Deut. 3 2. 4 4s. for God his work is 


perfeft. Some things may fall our croſs.to our 
Opinions and Deſires ; but our Delires are not 


the meaſure of his Diſpenſations, nor will he 
govern. 


— 
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govern the World according to. our Opinion. 
Moſt Men in the World would have nothing 


but Health and Wealth, and Love and Reſpect 
from Men, but it is God's Wildom, not our 
artial Conceits, muſt judg what is neceſſary 
= us : Therefore many things fall out contrar 
to our Humor and Inclination, but he that ſeet 
in ſecret, knoweth what is good, better, or bet 
for us, more than we do for our ſelves. *Tis ex- 
pedient he thould diſpleale us for our Advan- 


_ tage. Things may be unſartisfaCtory to us, who 


are poor ſhort-ſighted Creatures, and often di- 
ſtempered wich Paſſions, which Grad ſeeth ne- 
ceſſary to promote our good, or preſerve the 
Harmony of hisProvidence.Our Requelts many 


times are but — When we peremptorily. 
w1 | 


interpoſe our Will without God, we ask we 
know not what, and pray our ſelves into a Mil- 
chief and a Snare. Therefore all muſt be re- 
ferred to God's Wiſdom, and we muſt count 
that gaod which God doth, whatever the Event 


be. | 

2, The Power of (70d; which noteth two 
things. / 

(1.) His Sovereign Right to diſpoſe of his 
own Cteatures. , 


C 2 (2.) His 


12 Of Submiſſion to the-TUill of God, 
' (2) His Might or Omnipotency, to do what 
| hepleaſerh. | | | | 
(1.) His Sovereign Right of diſpoſing his 
_ own Creatures Ir belongeth to: God to do 
with his own what he plealeth, and ro uſe them 
arthe pleaſure of his own Will. God's. Sove- 
reign Dominion over, andIntereſt in his Crea- 
rures, may be ſet forth by three things. A right 
of making or-framing any thing he willeth, in 
any manner as it pleaſeth him. As the Potter 
hath power over his Clay, to form what Veſlel 
he plealeth,” either. of Honour or Diſhonour ; 
Jer. 18. 6. As (lay in the hand of the Potter ; ſo 
-are ye in my hand, ſaith'the Lord of Hoſts. *No- 
'thing before it had 'a' being, had a right to diſ- 
'pole of ir ſelf; neither did God make it whar 
it was by neceflity of Nature, nor by the Com- 
mand, Counfel, or Will of any Superior ; nor 
the diretion of any Coadjutor ; neuher is there 
-any to whom he ſhould render an account of 
- his Work, bur meerly produced all things by 
the a& of his own Will, as an abſolurce and 
foveragn:Lord of;all his Actions; Rev. 4. 11. 
Thou haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure 
they are and wefe creared.” ©} Now this ſhould be 
thought of by us, becauſe what-ever was gf- 
ven us in Creation, is not a matter of Right, 
| ” but 


= 
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but the meer effe&t of God's Will and. good 
Pleaſure. Hemight have made us Stocks and 
Stones, and not living Creatures; or Plants on- 
ly endowed with a Life of Vegitation and 
Growth. Or, as having a ſenſitive Life, either 
in the loweſt rank of choſe living Creatures, 
Toads, or Vipers ;. or inthe higheſt rank, Horſe 
or Mule, without Underſtanding. Or reaſo- 
nable Creatures,as Men,or Angels among Men, 
all che Bleſſings and Privileges that we were 
born unto, might have been with-held, withour 
any injuſtice. The various Conſtitutions or 
Complexions of Men, together with all cheir 
Gifts and natural Capacities, are the Fruit of 
his ſoveraign Will. 

(2:) A right of having and poſlefliag all 
things ſo framed and-made by him. Among 
Men, whoſoever maketh any thing by his own 


proper Art and Labour, and that of his own * 


Stuff, is counted to have a full right co it,8& a full 
power to diſpoſe of it. Yer no Workman ever 
made any thing without ſome Matter pre- 
exiſting : But God made all things out of No- 
_ thing; and therefore ſurely his righe is greater. 

-For this reaſon God is called, not only the ma- 

ker, but che prſſeſſor of Heaven and Earrh ; 
Gen. 11. 14, 19. God is the great Proprietor, 


and 
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-14 Df Submiſsion to the Will of God, 
and in a ſenſe the only Proprietor, who hath. 


dominium proprie diftum. Man hath only the Uſe, 
and Stewardſhip, and Employment of theſe 
things which are committed ro him, by the al- 
lowance of God's Providence. He hath given 
__— the employment of theſe things, 

inium,or the (overaign power over them. 
As to Life, the caſe is clear, Man is not Domi- 
11 Vite, but Cuſtos ; notthe Lord of his own 
Life, :to lengthen or ſhorten it at pleaſure, but 


.only a Guardian to keep it for God. And this is 


true, not only of Life, but of Time, Strength, 
Wealth; Parts, yea of all that we have. All 
the right we have, is to prevent the incroach- 


- --ment of our fellow Creatures: A right,by way 


of Charge and Truſt, as a Steward tothe _ 


committed to him ; as a Workman to his Tools 


and Inſtruments, to do his Work ; or a Factor 


to the Eſtate wherewith he is intruſted, bur not 
an abſolute, independant, uncontrolable Right. 
They are not ours, to uſe as we think meet, 


or ours, to keep as long as we pleale : For in 
giving to -us, God never diſpoſlefled himſelf , 
- wr he challengeth his Propriety and Do- 
-minion ; Gold and Silver are mine, Haggai 2. 2. 


And again, Hoſea 2. 9. Twill take my ( orn, and 


-my'Oil ; Twill recover my Flax, All is God's to 


diſpoſe 


Jn Times of Affiction, IS 
diſpoſe of ; in whatever hands it is, God can 
take-and give at pleaſure. Now this Conſide- 
ration doth not only check our Ulurpations, 
who ſeek to ſave __ ſteal as much as we can 
from God : Or quicken our faithfulneſs; that 
the ſupream Lord may not be deprived of his 
| Right, but alſo much promote our refignation, 
in leaving our ſelves, and all that is ours, to his 
diſpoſal. We do but reſtore him his own, or 
acquieſce in his Power and Soyereign Domi-- 
nion, » 

(3.) God hath aright of uling all chings thus 
| In his Poſleſſhon, according to his own Pleaſure. 
For Reaſon will tell us, that the Uſe, Benehir, 
and Urility of any thing, belongeth to him : 
whole it is. So Cod is the (ole Dilpoſler of all 
things; he made them for himſelf, and govern- 
eth them Ultimately and Terminatiyely, for 
himſelf : Some things immediately, all chings 
 ultimacely. Of him, through him, to him are all 
things, Rom. 11.36. And, Prov. 16. 4. God. 
hath made all things for himſelf. All the Condii- 
ons of Men, Riches, Poverty, Healch, Sick- 
neſs, Eaſe, Pain, Life, Death, and the kinds ; 
thereof, are all ar God's diſpole, Rom. 14. 8,9.. 
So. that the Sword was but as a Key to open, 


Heaven's Door to Johnthe Baptiſt, to free him 
n | from... 


16 ( Df Submiſſion to the TUill of Sod, | 
from 4 hard task-maſter, that he might go home 


to his gracious Lord. - Now this right of diſi pO- | 


ſing, is of great practical ule, to keep us in a due 
Subje&tion to Crod's Laws, and Providence, 
without murmuring or repining : We cannot 
ſay to him, What makeſt thou ? or why doit thou 
this ? Ia. 45. 9. Tis — to us, God doth ir 
whole Right none can queltion,or controle his 
Intentions, or impeach his Liberty, or challenge 
him becauſe he governeth us in this or that man- 
ner, orin another way «han we would have 
had him to have done. Wl 

2. His Almighty Power. Cod is able to do 


what he pleaſeth, none. can. ſtay his Hand, or 


ſtop his Work : So that whether we will or no, 


all our Afﬀairs are at God's diſpoſal. . Itthe be 
pleaſed to ſtripus, and bereave us, either of | 


Life, or the Comforts of Life, Eſtate, or dear 


Relations, or Liberty of Service : There is no 


ſtanding out againſt him. Therefore 'the beſt 


— 


way is toſubmir,and refer all co him, Job g.12. 
He taketh away, who can hinder him? So Job 313. | 


12,13. God is greater than man, why doſt thou ſtrive 
againſt him, for he giveth not account of any of his 
Matters, Now this ſhould lay Men low be- 
fore Crod, and filence all their Quarrellings. 
Weall acknowledg that God's Power is Infinite, 
= yet 
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in Times of Aion. © 17 - 
yet. what. Worm is there thad will:fubmit wil- 
lingly to him,do further than themlclves pleaſe? 
"Tis evident, do what they can, God will be 
Maſter, and take his own Way. All Events are 
in his hands, ' Our trivings; may be ſinful; bur | 
they cannot .be helpful ro us, | Mat. 6: 27. 
Which of you by taking Thought,” can add one Cubit to 
his Stature ? We cannot make our lelyes taller or 
{horter ; yea,not.changethe colour .of an Hair, 
to make it white or black. ©} We may. buſy our | 
{elves with anxious thoughts about .Events, but 
what do we get by it? » We cannot cure a Dil- 
eaſe in our Bodies, nor prevent a breach in our 
Relations : - Nor increaſe our Trading,nor draw 
Buyers:to our.ſelves.- The Hearts of all Men 
are in God's hands; and when we have done all, - 
we mult ſtand to God's allowance ; therefore 'tis 
beſt at fixſt co refer all Events 5o him! | - God's Sa- 
yeraignty ſheweth, that ic is unjuſt if weconſent 
not to'it ; but God's Almighty Power, thar it is 
fruitleſs if we dootherwile. God's Will doth 
and muſbgovernithe Afﬀairs of the World : if he 
quirejour conſene-and:ſabmiſſion ; "tis for our 
Profit, that we [hew our Obedience and Ado- 
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18. Of Submiſſion to the Will of God, 

i 37. /Therhid Ground is, 'Heis'meomprehen- 
ſfibly/-good-and (gracious 26 hisChildren; that 
Jovo him; and fear him, -and will convert all 
_ that befallechchemo'ttheir Everlaſting, Good + 
So char: God, as: powerfil;. can do: what'- he 
pleaſtthz: God,cras kind; will Yo Iwhat> is! for 
the beſt.” 'Rom. $, 28. All things ſhall work tos 
gether for good to them that love God. And Cant: 
Ac. 1654 Awake, : 0: North: Winds, and” come thon 


South, . blow:.upon:my Garden;- that the Spices thereof | 


flowout. :'' Oat: of whar Corner ſoever the 
"Wind bloweth, it bloweth good'to the Saints, 
The goodneſs of God; is many - ways -ſeen- in 
the Diſpenſations of his.Providence ; ' partly-jn 
this; reſigning is'not the wayto lofe the: Com- 
fort which woukd moſt pleale'us, but to kee 
it ſtill. - Abraham by offering TJaac to God, had 
him nevertheleſs; Heb. '11. 1.94: Accomnting that 
:Gol -was able \to raiſe (an up; even from the dedd?: 
from whence alſo be received bim in a Figure.” There 


is 2 kind of a ReſurreQion of our: Comforts. 


from the Dead; which maketh thenvchertwee- 
terto us.” We gaverhem:to-Gbd;. andhe giv- 
eth them back again ; partly, becauſe-we'ſhall 
have better things of God, for we muſt not re- 
ſign, out of an hope that God will not take 
the Afr, as the projmiſe of an hundred fold 


iu 
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in Times of Affliction, . 19 
in this Life, wich Perſecutions to thoſe thay 


UL OC toy: Lf $119 4 DI cg ſu OY DST: 
| haveleft Houſes, and Lands, and. Relations, 


for Chriſt's ſake and the Goſpel's : Mark 10.30: 
But he ſhall receive an hundred fold now in this Time, 
Flouſes, and Brethren, and Siſters, apd Mathers, 
and Children, and Lands, with Perſecutions ; and in 
the World to come Eternal Life : Meaning thereby 
Peace of Conſcience. And.the lealt Bleſſing'of 
God with a quiet Conſcience, is more worth 
than all che Goods in the World: Paitly by fup- 
port, God will not be wholly wanting. co: his 
People, nor leave them utterly deſtitute. ' 1 Cor. 
10. 13. God is Faithful, who will not ſuffer 
you to bs tempted aboye what you are able,” but 
will with the Temptation make a way to eſcape, 
that ye may be able to bear it. Two things are 
promiſed here. Firſt, The Geatlenels and 
Wifdom of his Condu&t. © - Secondly, A'com- 

fortable Iſſue.  Fot che preſent, when our Con- 
dition is at worſt, if ir be.not comfortable ic will 


be rolerable : For the future he will give you a 


way toeſcape. You are not caſt into the deep 


Ls - 
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Oczith, whheie al ups no-Banks not'Boctorn, 
As long as xMan cahlook'to thie end of anEvil, 
he is not quite” diſcouraged., As a Man.in the 
deep Waters ſtrugling for Life,hathhope as long 
as he can ſee Shoar. Sothar Afitions are qua- 
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20 - Of Submiſſion to the Will of God, 
lified both as to the Grievouſneſs and Continu- 
ance, by the Support and the Iſſue we may ex- 
pe&t from God's Goodneſs. Now that this 
may the more prevail with us, God is repre- 
ſented under the Notion of a Father ; he bob 
not only a&t as a Lord,. outof Sovereignty, or 
a Judge, according to Juſtice, but as a Father, 
who loyeth his Children, and will not negle& 
them, or any of their Concernments : Mart. 6. 
12. Your Heavenly Father knoweth that you have 
need of theſe things. As Children naturally ex- 
pe& Food and Rayment from their Parents : 
5 the Children of God may in all Eftates 
refer themſelves to his. Fatherly Providence. 
A Mother cannot be ſo tender of a Sucking 
Child, as God is of his Children : Iſa,49. 15. 
(9. Woman fog ber Child, ber Sucking Child, 
er owly Child, the Fruit of her Womb * they may for- 
et, deface the feelings of Nature, but I will not 
Forget you,. ſaith the Lord. Fix but this one Prin- 
ciple, that Tae a Father in Heaven, and 
then why, ſhould you diſquiet your Thoughts 
about future Events? Your Father knoweth 
how to breed up his own Children, and will or- 
der all things for their Good. . + | 


» 


2. The 
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| 2. The Cauſes of it, or the Subjective Graces 
it loweth from. 3- 
1. Faith, or a ſound belief of God's Being, Of 
and Providence, and gracious Promiſes, They + 
know there is a God, and thathe hath a partiou- oF 
lar care of Human Afﬀairs, and hath made Pro- 
miſes that he will not leave his Peopleto inſup- 
portable Difficulties : - Therefore they depend 
upon him, and refer all Events that concern 
them, and theirs, to the diſpoſal of his Fatherly 
Government, Heb. 12. 5,6. They know not 
how he will caſt the Event, but they wholl 
leave it to him. Now this Submiſſion is an £ 
pecial a&t of Truſt, and the great Truſt required 
of us as to Temporal Things: For we cannot 
be confident of Succeſs. We are to go on with 
our Duty, and refer the Event to 'God. Sub- 
miſſion after the Event,is Patience; but before 
the Event, is Faith : for ic arguethhigh and ho- 
nourable thoughts of God, when we can blind- 
Fold, truſt our All in his Hands, and refer all to 
his Pleaſure, tho we know not what will come 
of it. Pſal. 37-5 Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
and he ſhall bring it to paſs. And Pſal. 55. 22. 
(aft thy Burden upon: the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain 
thee. And 1 Pet. 5.7. Caſt all thy care upon the 
Lord, . 
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22 Of Submiſsionto the Will of- God, 
Lord, who careth for thee, All this argueth a ſound 
belief of God's Being, and Providence; that he 
will caſt all our Matters ſo, as may be for his 
Glory, and our Good. "Now on the contrary, 
carking Care, and anxious thoughts about the 
Event, ſhew little Faith. Mat. 6. 30. Shall he 
not much more cloath you, O ye of little Faith * You 
have not honourable Thoughts of God's Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, when you cannot depend 
upon his Condua, and Government. 


2. It cometh from Humility : *Tis a great 


att of Humility, to be content to be at. God's 


finding, eſpecially in ſuch a proud Creature as 
Man, who would be as a God to himſelf, pro- 
viding for himſelf, both as to the avoiding Evil, 
and obtaining Good, Witneſs our firſt Parents, 
who greedily nibled at that Bait, Gen. 18. 20. 
Behold, the Man is become as one of us; a ſmart 
Irrifion ! But the humble Man is content to be 
dealt withal, as the Lord pleafeth, and wholly 
fubmitteth tro his Will, and waiting for the 
Iflues of God's Providence, as he is pleaſed to 

diſpenſe them. - RTE 
But more plainly, there are two Properties - 
in Humility : They that are of an humble.and 
lowly Spirit, they think not great things of 
them- 
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them(elves, nor -ſeek: great things for them... 
ſelves. .'\ They have not high thoughts of them- 


ſelves, *tis Self-conceir that eſtabliſheth Self. 
will. We think our ſelves wiſer and better than 
weate-; or that we deſerve more; and can do, 
more for our ſelves, otherwiſe we would ſtoop 
to God, and let him chuſe our laheritance for 
us. Preſcribing to God, always argues alcrib- 
ing to our ſelves. We take too much upon us, 
when we wield our own, Fortune, without de- 
pendance upon-God, .or ſubmiſſion to him. : 

So again, They that will ſtand to God's Al- 
lowance,do not feek great things tor themſelves. 
It may be, God may. beltow great things upon 
them hereiin the World, as he did upon David 


and Abraham, but this wasnot their aim, When 
God's Will goeth with ours,for Wealth, Riches, 


and Honour, then wemay take. it fyweerly. our 
of:che hands:of his Providence, and uſe.it for 
his Glory : but when we. {eek/ Meat for our 
Lufſts,- and peremptorily fix our carnal Defires, 
and:would Fe God. aTask ro camply. withal . 
tis the greateſt pride imaginable,. meerly'to;ſet 
'their Hearts and Wills ro.be Rich and. Grear, 
1 Tim, 6. 9: You deſpile God it. youthink co 
-do'ic without. him, and. undertake a Tak ego 
' hard for you ; | yea, ptovake him to. diſappaint 

117-4 You, 


24 Of Submiſſion to the Till of God, 

you: But if yow think: co-do it-by, God, you 
would make him-to fervewith.your Sins, or, to 
maintain your Laſts ,” therefore nothing. islefc, 
but to be cofitent to be at God's finding, and 
let his Will interpoſe, before you exprels any 
Will of your own.' | <A 


3. It cometh from Mortification, and dead- 
neſs'to the World, and weanedneſs from the 
Comforts of it ; or an indifterency of mind to 
all future worldly Events. For as long as there 
remaineth in us an over-eager deſire of any 
good that we want, or of any thing that we 
would fain have, or be in the World, and the 
Heart runneth out inordinately and impetuoul- 
ly upon it, we can never reſign up our ſelves 
to the Will of God: As Rachel, Gen. 3o. 1, 
Give me Children; or elſe I die; Words of imipa- 
'tiency, and fixedneſs of Will on a particular 
worldly Comfort. © © 

The motions of Luft are rapid and vehe- 
ment; as Jam, 4. 2,3. Te luſt, and have-not'; ye 
kill, and defrre to have, and cannot obtain; ye fight 
and war, and have not, becauſe ye ask amiſs, that 
ye may conſume it upon your luſts, See how eager 
'Men are, to have what they love, 'or to purſue 
after thoſe things which are a ſatisfaQtion to their 
= * = Luſts, 
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Luſt.” Firſt, There vas Covering, and char ' 
bred Envyings and Emulations ; and thoſe E- 
remlations bred -Fighting and Warring, which 
made way for Bloodſhed and Deſtru@on ; and 
then they would draw God into the uarrel, 
andHeProvideweo edt hey tt their Carta] 
Humors *+ but atl ta vain, and therefore 'tis 
| goods frot to be t00 eaget to have wharwelove, 

is the way, to beeither denied, or eo 
haveit with s Canes, aſzally Meh are 
nate, -becauſe they would ndt' have the Hleſh 
vant ts Coritetitment. Buc the Rule is, not my 
WA, but thin? be done. The' mortifted Heart, 
whiarover ie'wanterh or defirech, it leaveth to 
God: A Chriftian fhould be poſitive in nothing 
but his Duty. - 
"There 'is 4 fixed Reſolution becomerh us if 
God'wall deliver't: well, bur if tit, we will pa- 
rictifly bexr his pteaſlire.” ' When fond)'s Goard 
is blaſted; nthing-will pleaſthitn'but/Death. 
Deſires perriſhly folicited, and finally croffed 
and diſippotrited, breed Vexation ; ahd over- 
valued: Cops will ſoonbreed otrr "Ttotble, 
Forth 4.8.” ft thou welt 6 be ly beck grunge 
Gourl 2 Wy I db well to 
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26 Hf Submiſlian t6 the Clill of God, 
that we may. engrely refer all to God. 


3: The E ruits, or excellent Advancages we 
have thereby. 529 


\.'2. Ic breedeth a Contentation in every Con- 
dition-wherein God hath ſer us : chough'ir be 
yo ſo pleaſing to us, yet it is that which God 
oints, be we Rich, or be we Poor, Solitary, 
Y Il of Company of Friends and Relations :; | 
Phil. 4.12. 1 know both bow to be abaſed,- and how. | 
to abound every 1 where, and in alt things.. ” I. am in, q 
ſtrated both to be fall. and to be bungry; both to 
abound, ,and ſuffer need. They. never, quarrel | 
with 'God' 's Government, bur take: their Lot. as: F 
Y _ it. And betheir way to Heayenfair | 
» Imooth or cragged; up-hill or down- | 
fig yet they go on in their Journey: Surely, | 
tis the, duty, of , Chriſtians-to be contented with 
what God will have-us to;-be-; Heb. 13.5. Be 
content with ſuch things as 30u have. "We muſtnot 
relig 1gn our {elves to Godin Namie and Pretence, 
but in Deed and Reality ; and when qur. Re: 
ſignation is tried, it muſt be verified. . No 
the Reality is ried, when the Will of God is | 
declared by the Event. Many reſign them- | 
ſelves to God, Wigns an hope that God will aot 


| take 


Tones Ao 


| | 
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aka et; - ar”; word, : but . that:is falſhood 
and hypocrify ; it God takerh any thing from 
them, they are troubled ; burthe true Rafane 
tion, breedeth a willingneſs to reſign our Com- 
forts when, God calleth for chem, be they ne- 


ver {o dear to us. | 


- ..2«: It cauſeth us to ſitlooſe from the Crea- 
cure. A being fixed, or cleaving, or holding'to 
any State or Condition in the World, or any 
Comtforr of ours, be it never ſo aimable, plea- 
ſanc or ſuitable co our deſires, leaveth no'room 
far Submiſſion or Reſignation ro the Will of 
(ad, For {o far as. your Soulsare bound up 
with any Creature, {a far. you are in danger of 
denying, or not conſenting to /his Sovereignty 
and Authority over us: 'Iis.8 Death co many 
tothink of a Change ox:Nivoice from that State 
in. which: they are. -Burt . a ſober. mortifyed 
Chriſtian holdeth all his Comforts at- God's Will 
and Pleaſure, and is ready to reſignthem when 
God calleth/for them... As Davd ſpeaketh of 
carrying his Life'in his Hands; fo ſhould we all 
Worldly Things, as ready to givethem up if the 
Will of the Lord be {o: Otherwiſe we make a 


Snarefox jour ſelves, andthe over-valued natu- . 


ral-Comforc, is _ open to let in trouble 
2 to 


7: Of Submiflon to the THT of God, 


tothe Soul :-*Fis our AﬀeRiow eauſeth: ont Af. 


fiction. | The Apoſile- eouplethi/ Temperance 
and Patience together, - 2. Pee. 1, 6. ' To Tempe- 
nance Patienre. And 1 Cov. 7 30. - And they 
that weep as the-they wept not, and' they that rejoyce-d5 
tho they rejpoyced not. If we rejoice as tho we'te- 
joyced not, we ſhall weep as tho we wept not : 
Otherwiſeto be crofledina _—__ —_—_— 
—_— Vexation. b o 


'Þ kk TIP ourdifnattful] ai © 0- "_— 
Carking Solictude comethi/from wantof Reſig- 
nation. - We would tig' our own' Carvers; and 
take God's Work out of his Hand;: not daritip eo 
rely upon his Providence,and Promle, [nor t0 


ſubmic-rorche Event.as he {hall e # for vis. 
Whereasifiyoh eoukd refer | ves to-/God, 
andateadupone files of bis Ho Averti 


ment; you would find this carking botlneedlefs, 
and fruivleſs. W hat need we:tronble 6ur latres 
2bour:whar God willido for us, otineedleſtly 


take a:Burden: [upon Our: felves, 16 hich God 


is witlinged cafe us? God hath a profpect of all 
huure 'Commpetcies ar onee,. which: wehave 
NOL< Andis faithful co diſpoſe of then for: his 
own Glow; 1and ouri Good. -Could\vebe- 
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-uy of many troubleſome Thoughts) Prov. 16.4 
Comm thy Way wito the Lord, ad thy Thoughts Pr 
'be eſtabliſhed > And: Pal; Fer. Fu "Ws" bnggy is 
70 my hs the Lox'i i | 
2! 5 ON gt lor C65 51 - I5 
-4e would. mt Repinitigs ey Mur- 
mmurings at ws erated becauſe it is. 
'not' acconting ind. IL \For we'ar8not-to 
fieJu pevof hb. Actions, or-ts ke and dif- 
ak SIG paſale of his Providknce 4C our Will 
Wa? (nr "The'Words for Murmerers and 
-Complainers,” Faile' 26; 'is prigiwa, wnhpeoiegs 
Blamers of cheir Lee agd: Portion, becauſe they 
Kt wpariotherSchomeiand Mel of Providence 
ithew-dwn Midds,” nd. heve yiot refigned \up- 
themſelves to the Will of God. You ſhould 
count that Good, which Grod doth, for his. 
Ii iv die: Sipheker? Nats babReoh. & all 
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5\ 'Fhat' we' cniwy 59 em —_ 
Dur uayhetherbfour gederathr or Pittieutar 
Glee * Les wine Ework'God badigiven 
us to and#ler\Godtake care of the Sacceſs. 
1 Chron. 19. 13. Be of good Conrage, and let 
us behave our ſelves. valiently, for our People, and for 


, the Cithds. of our God: And It the Lord do what is 
Good 
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3o Df Sukmiſgiontothe-{1ili of God, 
. Good in bs:Sight«: ;; A Chriſtizziſhould cake more _ 
care : what he - ſhould.do,' than whart ſhall be- 


come of him ; -he can never: be comfortable in 
the work of his Calling,.norhave aquiet frame 
of Spirit, till he can refer all things to Giod, 


butt will till be-difiraed-with' anxious/and du- 


bious/Thoug hts. :Luke.4 2c 29. Neither be ye of 


doubrful Mind: In the!Margin, :7Tis Be,not as 
.carejul. Syſpenge.": "Tisa:Blefled Frame of Spiric 
tobeealed of thoſe-rmwleors,). and y1nquiet 


Thoughts, which will hauntus in-our Calling, 
So for our general Calling : 'Make ſure of Hea- 
ven and refer other things te (08, erp rn 04 
ig hte- 

tanto 


Firſt ſeekthe Kingdom af: God,:;2and! his 


C* - 


Joes; 42 Y ot; -. 7] 72 


c zi ,f:J0DLÞ DOT NOI DOOLY IA SHE) 
_.. 6, TabreedaGiodly Reſolution jh us in all 
Sufferings, tho we know notthe Event, ,asthe 
Three Children, Dan. 3. 16, 17. We are not 
Careful tojanſwer thee;in this matjere;;, Our God is able 
.to deliver us; : Bupof not, 4 it known: unto-ther, 
.0 King, that we mill not ſeriye thy Gods,! nor. worſhip 
the Golden Image which then baſt ſet wp, _, (+ --: 

78 FF 30 [0G 3 TEGT ob # 4 


Ls 
\ <2 I 
4 ;\4 Cas 


k FE er OP Tet 95, 1 
\ »+$43 1 LY \ +4 


Y . Wg L P TY 4 / 
£ bel 7 x . p , o 
bak 4; ot hid; 2260-0 
os SIP M%SL . 4 YI; k: «4 4 v4 IY T. 13% WEL % 4 I\ 3 
+ 


> In OP FIR | 31 
bs "= 4 .u S. E1;. wy” PH lor fi 


i 


Uſe is, To perſorade us to this Reſi onation 


of our Wills to the Will of God, and go pur 


_ our ſelves as a Dye in the Hands of his Provi- 


dence, that the Caſt may fall as God pleaſeth. 


I know, 'tis difficult to bring our ſelves to ſuch 
an xquanimity, and we ſhall find diftrults when 


Deans. tail, - And 'tis hard. to- perſwy wade Men 
agaia(! t preſent ſenſe,. that tis good. to be Poor, 
and Sick, and Imp riloned, and Afﬀflicted, 'and 


T . E 
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is) fats 
$ 4s we © mig it more EY Sons te 


ood, 
= in God. That if God had'nac eff 
ayay our Comforts, they might have taken us 
awayifxom him: If we had nor rpg ſome 


outward and worldly Loſs, we nee AVe loft 


Eflite 


our: Souls,; that » leſſening « 


might occaſion the diminiſhing $f-3p our Lufts, | 


Surely theſe . things honld, not be range q 
em, 


1G 
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32 Df Submiſfwon to'the Will of God. 

them, that know what a God they ſerve, and 
meaſure all things by the Chief Crood and ſu- . 
pream Flappincls. | 


#2 


lbs eptch, pruty ogg. 2 v.91 1 
i. Mertficaion an \maagFs vextedils from & Mn 


FAY; is necellary ete is no talking of 


referring all thitigs) ro God” while worldly Af- 

fe&ions reignir us :" If ance your chief care be 

for Heay "Things, you will foon be con- 

rented with a moderate ſupply of Earchly 

Things: Carnal Aﬀe&tidns ate vehetrient, and 
Ve 


\/ e (aifaQtion.” A Manthat favoured | 


ins s of the fitth, will chink himſelf wn- 


done, \ hs eq his Rhee Pleafirte, Honour, 
but a ren 


Sr ea cats oof He 
Tuſtin ably iieogr 
bo ra, of Tone Liloſophems, The 
God hath acare of the Viaivedſe; but rioe '6f 
* the Kinds and Species of allthivgs,”reuch leſs 


C of 


In Times of Affliction. " 
© of the Individuals, that is, of Me, or Thee. 


If this were true, we were left ro our own Pro- 


| vidence; this would deftroy all Prayer and 


Praiſe, Love and Fruſt. No! all things are 
ſubje& to his Providence. He upholdeth all 
chings by che Word of his Power. Hb. 1. 3. 
All things are ſubje& ro his Providence, and 
ſupported by the ſame Word by which they 
were cteared. He holdeth all things in his Al- 
mighty graſp: Job 6.9. That he would let looſe his 
Hand, and cut me off; God could eaſily do it. 
All Creatures are ar his finding ; Mactth. 10.29. 
A Sparrow ſhall not fall to the ground without your 
Heavenly Father. The leaſt of the Creatures 
doth not die caſually ; they cannot” kill a Spar- 
row, more than God's Providence ſeerh fit to 
ermit and order. Now we may reaſon. as 
the Apoſtle ; Doth God take care of Sparrows, 
and Oxen? 1 Cor. 9.9. ye are of more value 
than many Sparrows : much more Believers in 
Chriſt, The Hairs of your Head are numbred, 
Marth. 10. 3o, 31. - God hath the knowledg, 
and: care, and over-ruling of the leaſt things 
that belong to you, or ſhall befal you. They 
arethe Kernel of Man-kind, the Firft-fruits of 
his Creatures, for whole ſake the World is con- 
tinued,and wichout whom it would be brought 
F | ro 
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34 Of Submiſsion to the TUifi of God, 
to an end. In a Family, Children are much 
more cared for than' Dogs and Swine. _ 1 Tim. 
4.10. God, who is the Saviour of all Men, eſpeci- 
ally of thoſe that believe. The Lord's Portion 1s 
his People, - God carerh for them .in a peculiar 
manner, heareth their Prayers, how deſpicable 
loever they are in the World, -Pſal. 34. 6, This 
poor Man cryed unto the Lord, and the Lord beard bim, 
and ſaved him out of all bis Trouþles.He carerh for all 
things wherein they are concerned, -Job. 1., 10. 
Haſt thou not made an Hedg about biqi, .and about all 
that he hath, on every (ide? Providence doth ſo 
guard them, andevery thing that is theirs, that 
without Crod's permiſſion, Satan or his Inſtru- 
ments cannot touch them : He obſerveth their 
Tears, Fears, Haltings, Wandrings, Pſal. 56. 
9. Thou telleſt all my Wandrings, put thou my Tears 
in thy Bottle, are they not in thy Book ? Now.this is 
a mighty relief to Faith ; can we be backward 
rotruſt him, who hath ſuch a particular care 
over us, our Perſons, Name, Eſtate, and Re- 
lations?  _ 
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